Raise the income of families in rural Kenya

Satisfy customers with beautiful, handmade products




Our Colors and Fabrics:
A guide to getting the
style you want with so

many choices

Lesos (also called Kangas)
and kitenges are incredibly
popular all over Africa. The
women wearing them create a
beautiful, diverse color
landscape everywhere you

many, many colors. Unlike
kikoys, they also come in a
variety of patterns. These
fabrics fade and soften much
more than kikoys. Please
indicate the main colors you
would like, and a general
pattern, and we will again do
our best to meet your wishes.

We can make many of our
products in our diverse kikoy
fabrics. Kikoys are common
fabrics in Kenya, and come in
many different colors. Most
kikoys are a solid color with a
different colored stripe on the
edge. Kikoys will retain their
color well, and are very soft to
begin with, so they do not
change much with washing.
Indicate on your order form
which background color and
stripe color. you would like,
and we will come as close as
possible to your wishes.

turn. Like kikoys, they come in

The Takaungu Sewing Self-Help group has been in the making for a
number of years. Founded by the East African Center, the group got
its beginning as a sewing class run at the EAC’s Vutakaka education
center. With the donation of sewing machines to each graduate of the
program, a group was formed to manufacture items for sale. As the
group grew larger and more proficient, and orders continued to come
in, the group split off from the EAC for the benefit of both parties. As
the group works to raise its profits independently, the women receive a

larger share of the income, and learn how to run their own business.

Our products are special to us, and they reflect the culture of the East
African coast both in fabric and in design. Keeping that in mind, we
also made sure to develop products that are stylish and usable around
the world. All of our fabrics are bought locally in Kenya, and we have
designed this catalog so that you can first select your product, and
then select the fabric you want. We believe this provides more choices
for you, and also assures that all of the wonderful fabrics available in
Kenya are used in our designs. We hope you enjoy these products as

much as we have enjoyed designing and producing them!
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One of our most popular handbags, the Mama
Rukia is functional and stylish. A small
version of a messenger bag, the Rukia is
perfect for everyday use, and has three zipper
pockets to help you stay organized.

Price: $15.00

Product #: B-01-08
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Our large messenger bag, the Mama Ester is
lined with padding so that it is safe for a laptop
of any size. With three convenient zippered
pockets this bag is great for work or school.
Price: $16.00

Product #: B-02-08

This bag is perfect for a day at the beach, or
any time you need a bigger tote for your
things. With comfortable straps and a wide
base, this bag is user-friendly as well.

Price: $12.00
Product #: B-03-08
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Our standard tote, the Mama Lillian is slightly
smaller than the beach bag, and perfect for
everyday use. Fits books and laptops
perfectly, with three outside pockets to keep
your smaller items organized.

Price: $12.00

Product #: B-04-08

Back by popular demand, each quilt bag is
unique in its design and fabrics. With a flat
bottom and nice, padded straps, this bag is a
favorite among our customers. Please be
sure to indicate a couple of colors on your
order form.

Price: $12.00

Product #: B-05-08

A classic drop bag that always looks great in
our fabrics. Throw all your things in this carry-
all and enjoy the comfort of the wide band
over your shoulder.

Price: $6.50
Product #: B-06-08
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A basic tote that is great for books and papers,
this item is popular with companies,
organizations, and schools.

Price: $5.00
Product #: B-07-08
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Reversible and with a matching scarf tie, this
bag is great for a look that is versatile and
more dressed up. In solids and patterns, you
can change the bag to fit your mood!

Price: $12.00

Product #: B-08-08



A functional apron in a unique African fabric!
Our aprons are lined and have a large front
contrasting pocket.

Price: $10.00
Product #: H-05-08
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Get a set to match your apron, or a contrasting
pair for more flair in the kitchen. The
potholders are padded with thick foam to
protect from heat.

Price: $2.00
Product #: H-06-08

Our beautifully colored tablecloths add a nice
touch to any table setting, and protect against
spills.

Price: $10.00
Product #: H-01-08
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Our pillow covers add a wonderful touch to
any couch or chair. In a variety of colors, we
can produce cushions to match any living
area. Bring some of Africa into your home!

Price: $4.00
Product #: H-07-08
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Dress up your table for a dinner party, and
protect it from heat at the same time. This
padded table runner is both practical and
stylish.

Price: $8.00
Product #: H-02-08

Give your table a
unigue design with
our collection of
items for your
dining room!
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Grab a set to match your table runner or
tablecloth, or mix and match for a funkier table
setting. Padded placemats protect from spills
and add color to any table.

Price: $2.50
Product #: H-03-08
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These beautiful napkins are great for dinner
parties, or for everyday, environmentally-
friendly dining. Choose one color or mix and
match some of our bright hues.

Price: $2.50

Product #: H-04-08
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A classic style, in bright African kikoy fabrics.
These scarves are great to throw on in any season,
as they are light enough for spring and fall, but can
be wrapped tightly for winter.

Price: $7.00

Product #: A-01-08

Our larger, extra-soft kikoy scarf is one of our most
popular products. With a special soft fabric, this
scarf transitions easily from a cold winter day to an
elegant evening out.

Price: $10.00
Product #: A-02-08
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A classic tote with lots of exterior pockets, this
diaper bag is both convenient and stylish.

Price: $12.00
Product #: C-01-08
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A perfect sized bag for sorting your bigger handbag
into smaller compartments. Our make-up bag is
great for makeup, jewelry, pens, or any other small
things you need to carry during the day.

Price: $2.00

Product #: A-03-08
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Adorable by itself in the summer, or over a
shirt in colder weather, parents and children
alike will love this dress.

Price: $6.00
Product #: C-02-08
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Our eyeglass case is thickly padded to protect your
glasses while in your bag or pocket. Ask for extra-
large if you want to fit your big sunglasses.

Price: $2.00

Product #: A-04-08
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A cute way to cover up their clothes while they
learn to cook! Children will love feeling like
grown-ups in the kitchen with our child’s
apron.

Price: $6.00
Product #: C-03-08
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Great for keeping little things like coins, chewing
gum, receipts, or business cards. The coin purse
will help you find all your small items in your bag.
Price: $2.00

Product #: A-05-08
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This adorable shirt can be dressed up or
down, and is comfortable and flexible for kids
to play in.

Price: $6.00
Product #: C-04-08



Our Return Policy

We hope that you will never have to return any of our items.
Often, the cost of shipping the item back to Kenya, and the fact
that the money was for increasing the income of women in rural
Africa, makes returning an item impractical in many
circumstances.

With exceptional quality control, we guarantee your
satisfaction, or will refund all of the money into your account if
you would like.

Please know that these items are handmade on foot pedal
sewing machines. They may have imperfections, which often
add character to the design and fabric. We hope you can
appreciate the few that you may find. With handmade items,
proper care should be given to ensure they last as long as
possible. Please see the care instructions below.

Iltem#  Description Color, Design Qty  Price Subtotal

Suggested Care Instructions

In Africa, most people handwash everything, and it is best to do
this with our products as well. Many of the fabrics will bleed
quite a bit during the first wash, so they should be washed and
rinsed alone. For some of the heavier items, a washing machine
can be used. Items should always be line-dried, though.

Along with fading, the fabrics we use become much softer as
they are washed. This is a nice touch for many of the items. Let
us know if you have any specifications as to fabric thickness or
the level of fading, and we can suggest fabrics to suit your
needs. You can also refer to the descriptions of the types of
fabrics we use on the following page.

Order total:
Tax:
Shipping
Total:
Name
Address
Phone
Method of Payment:
Bank Transfer Visa
Western Union Mastercard
Check
Credit Card # Exp. Date
Signature

Takaungu Sewing Self-Help Group
P.O. Box 845, Kilifi, Kenya
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